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Religious Attitudes 

"Qniezno la the residence of the Polish Primate, Cardinal Wyszinski . It has the! 
moat ancient cathedral of the country. Most of its inhabitants are people who 
have retired from active work. Life flows quietly there in tble shadow of the 
cathedral and the city* a glorious past. The town has about 27,000 inhabitants; \ 
its population has increased by only a few thousand since World War II. The new-* 
comers are Poles from east of Bug River, from the area which boo been incorporated 
in the USSR. The German inhabitants of Gniezno and lto environs have been re- 
patriated to Germany, and all the German schools have disappeared. 

"At first glance everything in Gniezno seems to be exactly as before World War II, 
but actually there have been great changes. The war itself left no traces as the 
battles passed the city by. The cathedral was burned down during Poland's libera-* 
tion. The Soviets had already moved past Gniezno and taken Poznan when some im- 
portant German o who were administering Gniezno sought refuge on the tower of the 
cathedral where the Germane had an anti-aircraft observation post. The Soviets 
entered the town without battle. Two days later the Germans began taking pot 
shots at the Soviets from the top of the tower. In reprisal the latter concen- 
trated guns on the tower from all three sidee of the market place and shelled 
the tower heavily. The Bazylika Swietcgo Wojclccha took fire and burned for two 
hole days. The roof caved in and nx>st of the interior was destroyed, including 
the beautiful stained glass windows. The local people were horrified and will 
never forgive the Soviets for this. Just os they will never forgive the Germans 
for turning the cathedral into a concert hall. The Germans took away the tomb of 
St Wojciech and destroyed the sculptures representing hie martyrdom. Only the 
main cathedral altar has remained untouched. 
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athedral. T1 le iron construction for the tower was 
isilonai roof built Most of the cathedral is now restored.) 
1 vjis ready divine services were resumed in the cathedral, j 


J 'Money was collected to restore 
ordered from Sweden and fx pro vis 
As soon as the provisional root' 

Along with the eight other churches in Gniezno it! is today a centre of moral resistance 
to the Soviets and to Communis in. I All the churches are overcrowded jon Sundays and holi- 
days. The people cf Gniezno have I always been very religious and have always stuck to all 
national and religious traditions,} Today they manifest this attitude moie than ever j 
before. The state gave no money for the restoration of the cathedral. All the funds were 
collected by the parish itself and! by collections jin other churches l 


"The Germans also removed from 
whose capital was Gniezno. In 
monument. 


Gnieznc the monument of Eoleslav Chrobry , the Polish king 


"The Primate, Cardinal Wyszinekij 


place 


a fountain. The regime 


has not restored the 


greatly venerated by the entir^ population of Gniezno . 


His prestige is enormous. His careful attitude which aims to strengthen the morale of 
the peculation while avoiding everything that might provoke the authorities to reprisals 
against the Church and the faithful} is considered vise and is approved. However, the 
Primate is seldom at the Kuria Eiskjupia on *Jiiea Tumska Gniezno. Mott of his time is 
spent in Warsaw. 


"Once a year, on April 23. njozno Kos its groat! day. the Indulgent j{ Qdpust ) of f't 
'vcjciech. This religious holiday ban a much greater importance in ; Lihe life of the city 
than any national day, Sven now it j ir c el e": ‘raced by the entire population of Gniezno, 

vex the country! The travel difficulties created by 
of railway tickets have reduced the number of pilgrims* 
precession or April 23* The authorities 


than 

the province, and pilgrims from ail r 
the regime and the prohibitive coot 
But even in 1953 Gnieznc had a great} roligio 
did not attempt to interfere. 


Living Standards 



"Railway employees have one r.rivi ,legej: they get .'0 tons of coal per year at regular trices 
The other clashes of the population suffer terribly from cold in winter and have to nay 
100 si per ton of coal on the black market- Railway} workers are also j entitled to 12 
railway tickets year ly» Their wives get six tickets,! and small children may travel free 
of cJiarge with their parents . I ! ! j ; 

,, I : ) j . . 

Railway employee.*: belong, however, t3 the worst-paid category of workers in Poland. It 
ic no wonder that their opposition to the regime is strong. A cashier in the Gniezno 
office, who pays the salaries or the employees, belongs to Fay Group 8.1 } This means that 
hi3 salary is k20 z.l plus a monthly premium of 300 zli. The lowest pay [group ic 12, 
which is net more th._i 300 zl per month plus a small [premium. ; 


11. "f earner* have little idea of the misery 


of the people, j One lay near the lend of the month 


in winter 1952-53 I cav the railroad cashier besieged by railvnymen and [their wives to 


lend them some moneys they had nothing 
calory of these people goes to pay the 


left to buy food for their children. The whole 
rent and buy food. T? sy never have anything left 


over for clothes. If the family ic large, the children small and the mother unable to 


work outside the home, the wages of the. 


father do not suffice even for food. At the 


end of the month they are obliged to bojrrov to buy bread. j 

"My father v s whole salary is spent entirely on the household. It is not [always enough 
The family consists of three pc rsonc. 1 used to send 5DO zj of ray seaman's earnings 
home every month in addition to parcels of goods brought from abroad. The family uced 
all this money to keep tne household running. 


13- father wore the come cult for niro year: 


J :• 

turned and patched and turned again. 


. It war: 

In 10^3 I brought him a new one from Sweden. Clothes and shoes are most expensive in 
Polana, and people ore forced to buy the} cheapest they con get. The .'.'•called ’first 
quality suiting' contains only 6o percent! of wool; the rest is some sort of cellulose. 
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The people call such material 1 jo delki 1 ( Jod.'l/.w for tree) (and say that it may sprout 
into needles any memento Tile following joke circulates about tills kind of textile: 

One woman says to another c My husband is a hundred-per-cent n&tanJ* ’What do you mean? * 
asks the other * ’His trousers are kO p^r cent and his coat 60 per cent* (wool). 

“The regime gives substantial promotion to young Communisms. Most of the older C o m muni st 
officials have moved westward to better Jobs* In Gniezno (quite young boys are taking 
their places. Only very young men now work in the personnel section of the railway; 
practically all of them sire CP members* They are ousting the older men who are not Com- 
munists, although these men iave knowledge and experience.! 


Entertainment Facilities 


15. 


1 6. 


17 . 




"Gniezno has two cinemas* Only Soviet, Polish and Czech filas are shown there and most 
of them are political „ Whenever a comedy or a non-political film j is shown, even if it 
iB a Soviet film, the cinema! 1b full. The political jf ilnus are not liked* 


"The theatre still plays clasj 
’Madame Butterfly* by the Pc zi 
priced ticket 8 zl. 


, , j I ■ 1 ■ • . 1 1 

;pical plays . In winter 1952 I attended a performance of 
nan Opera at Oniezno , A good j ticket cost 15 zl£ a medium- 


“Gniezno has only two danc-. restaurants: the Spoldzielnia Gaatronomi a (formerly Hotel 
Francuski) and Kaviarniri. Eflplan&da * Decent people sometimes go to the Esplanada in 
the afternoons to drink a cup j of coffee in silence or carryj on a whispering conversation 
with a friend* All the restai^rants ore closely watched by| secret j UB agents. In the 
evenings high officials, black market traders, agents and prostitutes are their only 
clients* Besides, respectable citizen* do not have the money to go to such places. 



19. ,r We slept on straw on the floor! « The morning reveille was a-jb 6 am [and the curfew at 

6 pm The food was 500 grams of bread in the morning arid some substitute coffee without 
either sugar or milk, a vegetable soup for lunch and porridge in the evening. There 
was never any meat. Once a week ve were permitted to take a 1 15 minute walk in the 
prison yard. During this walk had to hold our hands behind our jtiacks, walk in a circle 
and exchange no words. It was *ven prohibited to laugh or mak^. * sign. Before going to 
the yard we were lined up in the passage with our faces to the wall and had to wait 
until our turn to step into the yard vas called. If anyone acted against the regulations, 
he vas sent to the isolation cell ( karcer ) for 12-24 hours, jit was, permitted to smoke 
between reveille and curfew in 'the cells cut not during the walk. At 6 pm n inspector 
walked past the cells and everybody had to stand to attention and shout: ’Good evening, 
citizen 2* After 16 days I got d” 1 through influential friem* , ! 1 

r ! L N 

20. “After this I avoided the restaurants in my home town. Indeed, all young people avoid 
them* They have nc money and hence spend their free time at home with friends, listening 
often to foreign broadcasts . Th!e f orel gn radio broadcasts are the only exciting things 
left in the dreary life in Polanjd today. My family has a 5- valve Telef unken set. 

Political Attitudes 

21. “In a small town like Gniezno everybody knowd everybody else, and agents have a hard Job 
to find out anything. As scon as they appear anywhere they ore spotted, and everybody 
disappeo^s . The overwhelming majority of Gniezno *s inhabitant^, especially the prewar 
ones, arv strongly anti-communist. They sympathize with the West and the US. They 
hope that a war will break out aoon and bring liberation.] Nobody believes that the 
Soviets might be prevailed upon tL* withdraw peacefully. I cannot name any UB agents 

jfev days at a time. I do know that everybody knows 


in Gniezno as X was there ^nly a 
them. " 
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